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INTRODUCTION

Latvian Forest Certification Council

 Association "Latvian Forest Certification Council" (LFCC) was established in 

year 2001 to develop and maintain the awareness of Latvian society on 

environmentally friendly and sustainable forestry and to promote forest 

certification contributing to environmentally friendly, socially equitable and 

economically sustainable forest management in Latvia.

Association's tasks are:

 To support and promote development and maintenance of fair, publicly 

transparent and beneficial for business public business environment of the 

Latvian forest industry



CERTIFICATION

 Certification refers to the confirmation of certain characteristics of an 

object, person, or organization. This confirmation is often, but not always, 

provided by some form of external review, education, assessment, 

or audit. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Certification)
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CERTIFICATION TYPES

 A total of 1,519,952 certificates were issued worldwide in 2015, compared to 
1,476,504 the previous year, an increase of 3%. (http://www.iso.org)

 Using ISO 14001:2015 can provide assurance to company management and 
employees as well as external stakeholders that environmental impact is 
being measured and improved. (http://www.iso.org)

 FSC Certification FSC is a global, not-for-profit organization dedicated to the 
promotion of responsible forest management worldwide.
(https://ic.fsc.org/en/about-fsc)

 PEFC - An international non-profit, non-governmental organization dedicated 
to promoting sustainable forest management. (http://pefc.org/)

http://www.iso.org/
http://www.iso.org/
https://ic.fsc.org/en/about-fsc
http://pefc.org/


CERTIFICATION WORLDWIDE



The absence of the certificate does not say 

anything about forest management

 Austria: FSC Certified territories – 587 ha from total forest area 3 900 000 ha 

(November, 2016). (0,0002 % of Forest area)

 Nature Protection Agency in Latvia: 0 ha certified.

 LATVIA

 0,9 milj. ha FSC Certified (28% of Forest area)

 1,7 milj. ha PEFC Certified (53% of Forest area)

 0,8 milj, ha FSC Controlled Wood Certified (25% of Forest area)

 Totally: 1,7 milj. ha (53% of Forest area) 

 13 FSC FM audits / 5 FSC CW audits / 15 PEFC FM audits



BALANCE
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BALANCE – What does it means?
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Certification – a way have to influence 

Forest Management
 FSC FRIDAY, 29.09.2016

 “FSC zīmols var palīdzēt iekarot pircēju sirdis dažādu produktu ražotājiem, 

taču pats būtiskākais – FSC ļauj sabiedrībai iesaistīties mežu 

apsaimniekošanā, panākot ekonomisku interešu sabalansēšanu ar vides 

un sociālām vajadzībām,” uzsver FSC pārstāvis Latvijā

 «FSC stingri uzrauga sociālo garantiju un darba aizsardzības nosacījumu 

ievērošanu mežā strādājošajiem, kā arī sabiedrībai sniedz unikālu iespēju 

līdzdarboties mežu apsaimniekošanas plānošanā savā pagastā un valstī 

kopumā,” šādas praktiskas FSC priekšrocības Latvijā saredz Pasaules Dabas 

Fonda direktors.» /http://www.pdf.lv/lv_LV/news/480/129/Rikos-diskusiju-par-atbildigi-apsaimniekota-meza-izmantosanu-razosana/



Balance Issues - Environmentalists



Balance Issues –Social



Balance Issues – Economists

Loose of wood quality and inapropriate forest

management



LIES

 TVNET, 2012. gada 20. martā

 TVNET 2016. gada 22. novembrī

Certification can be a useful tool to 

add credibility, by demonstrating 

that your product or service meets 

the expectations of your customers.

(www.iso.org)



CONCLUSIONS

 There are different certification systems available and all of them provides 3rd 
party evaluation, certification is voluntary.

 Lack of particualar Certificate, does not say anything about forest management. 

 Latvian Forest Management practice is checked in 33 audits in a year, it means, 
that audit is done each 11 days.

 Balance making might be a problem, if interested parties have significally
different expectations about Forests.

 Constant pressing of Big forest owners have made small holder (SLIMF) 
Ceritification almoust impossible.



WISHES

 83,7 % of FSC Certified territories and 85 % of PEFC Certified territories are
located in Europe and North America – we wish, that certification expands in
regions with essential Forest Management problems (South America, Congo
Basin, Asia).

 Certification SHOULD BE USED as a tool to add credibility, by 
demonstrating that your product or service meets the expectations of 
your customers, NOT ONLY as a way have to influence Forest Management

www.fsc.org
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