Otter (Lutra lutra) in Lithuania

Linas BalCiauskas




Species status

Red data book, category 5(Rs) — restored
International conventions apply

No otter protection plan in the country

* - not according IUCN categories

New Red data book is under preparation now



Otter population decrease (historical data)

1925-1950, number decrease, not documented by
scientific data

1960-1990, low otter numbers in the country, not
documented by scientific data

1990-1999, much higher population number
confirmed




Otter population decrease (historical data)

11 NORTH EUROPEAN SYMPOSIUM

1990-1999, high population number, confirmed ON THE ECOLOGY OF
1 SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED
CARNIVORES
DEMSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF OTTER aND AMERICAN MIMNE
I LITHL ANLA
Linas Bulciauskes & Alius Ulevicius
ABSTRACTS
Institwte af Ecology, Akademiios 2, Vilnier 2600, Lithuaria Qm:

Landscape ind./10 km range
Clay plains 3.1+ 0.25 2.5-4.0
Sandy plains 3.3+ 0.36 1.8-5.0
Moraine eminencies 3.7+ 0.32 2.0-5.7 Lammi, Finland

8-11 April, 1994



Otter population trend

Previously numbers underestimated. Causes unknown.
Population numbers 1990-2017: stable or even increasing

Otter number in the country — ca 3000
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Otter distribution (Atlas
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Otter distribution — routes and data (2008)

Method — registration of positive sites (mainly — defecations under bridges)
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Otter Monitoring, 2008

Methods (in Lithuanian,
of course):
http://www.vstt.It/VI/files/
File/Projektu%20skyrius/
PAST%20ir%20BAST%?2
Ometodikos%202016/VS
TT%20Metodikos%2020
15%20be%20pauksciu%
20press.pdf
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Otter Monitoring, 2008

Photo: V. Matulaitis, V. Stirké



Otter distribution (Monitoring, 2008)
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Otter distribution (Monitoring, 2014)
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Otter distribution (SRIS, 2017)

According Lithuanian law, information on observations of Red Data species
is not freely available to public, including GIS maps and coordinates.

https://sris.am.lt/portal/startPageForm.action
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Otter habitats
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Fig. 3. Otter distribution 1n various water bodies m Lithuania. (Baltrinaite et al., 2009)



Otter habitats

Habitat Monitoring 2008 Monitoring 2013-2015
Number of sites Otter found Number of sites Otter found
n % n % n % n %
Regulated watercourses 202 27.1 151 74.8 17 6.5 11 64.7
Partly regulated 68 9.1 54 79.4 22 8.4 18 81.8
Natural watercourses 475 63.8 379 79.8 222 85.1 159 71.6

Influence of watercourse regulation not found.

Differences between 2008 and 2013-2015 due to observer’s bias



Otter habitats (20 m from water) 2013-2015

Habitat Natura 2000 territories Territories outside Natura 2000
Number of sites Otter found Number of sites Otter found
n % n % n % n %

Grassland 137 69.9 100 73.0 74 68.5 62 83.8
Shrubs and trees 141 71.9 107 75.9 84 77.8 59 70.2
Forest 10 51 3 30.0 8 7.4 6 75.0
Dry habitats 134 68.4 102 76.1 69 63.9 50 72.5
Swampy habitats 24 12.2 16 66.7 15 13.9 10 66.7
Oxbows 30 15.3 19 63.3 12 11.1 9 75.0

Influence of surrounding habitat not significant.

Differences in Natura 2000 sites due to observer’s bias



Otter habitats (100 m from water) 2013—-2015

Habitat Natura 2000 territories Territories outside Natura 2000
Number of sites Otter found Number of sites Otter found
n % n % n % n %
Meadows and pastures 83 42.3 54 65.1 94 87.0 69 73.4
Forest 90 45.9 65 72.2 35 32.4 23 65.7
Agricultural land 42 21.4 26 61.9 51 47.2 40 78.3
Farms and settlements 6 3.1 3 50.0 54 50.0 34 63.9




Influence of human activity, 2013—-2015

Human activity Natura 2000 territories Territories outside Natura 2000
Number of sites Otter found Number of sites Otter found
n % n % n % n %
None 38 24.8 28 73.7 44 40.7 34 77.3
Insignificant 72 47.1 95 76.4 44 40.7 30 68.2
Strong 43 28.1 28 65.1 20 18.5 10 50.0




Otter acceptance

« Generally positive

* Pond owners — negative e 2 e—— '
e Hunters — indifferent G p:=| APLNKA | GAMTA GYVENIMAS | GRYNASTV |  KONTAKTAI

ISleido tvenkinj ir baisiai pasipiktino: visos
zuvys mijslingai dingo (124)
. Targ eted HD needed ] GRYNAS.It redakcija kreipési pasipiktines skaitytojas, kuris teigé, kad tidros

gerai jZuvintame tvenkinyje sunaikino visas Zuvis. Jis klausé, kaip tvenkinj biity
galima apsaugoti nuo iy gyvuny, kad jZuvinimas nenueity perniek.




Otter damage — Baltijos Vilkas recommend

Ukininkams RSy apsauga |domybés  Prisidek ir tu

Udrg gerbk, bet savo Zuvis Ziemg sergek
Svarbul

2015-12-14 Kategorija: Lietuvoje, Straipsniai | Komentary néra

Ne be Zmogaus pagalbos misy Salyje kadaise iSnykusios, bet, Lietuvos
raudonajai knygai sergint, Siandien ir vél atsigaunancios tdros vis dazniau tampa

gamtosaugininky ir tkininky-zuvininky nesutarimy priezastimi.

Kaip ir kitiems iStisus metus aktyviems masy Salies Zvéreliams, Gdroms Ziema striuka
su maistu. Tad Sios plaukikés nevengia sisukii ir | privaCius vandens telkinius. Viena

Udra per para suéda apie 2,5 kg maisto. Paprastai jos nepalieka vandens telkinio

., kol jame randa Zi Nesunku jsivaizduoti, kiek nuostoliu gali pridaryti




Threats to otter in Lithuania

GYVENIMAS

Uz 13 udry - 93 tukst. lity bauda (55)

1. Poaching

Siauliegio viltis gerokai pasipelnyti pardavus 13 isdirbty tidry kailiy vakar vakare
sugriove Siauliy regiono aplinkosaugininkai. Jie §j brangius kailius méginusj
parduoti ir neturéjusj privalomo leidimo prekiauti laukiniais gyvinais, jy

2 . Trap p | n g | n b e ave r traps gaminiais ar dalimis prekeivj sulaiké kartu su Siauliy rajono policijos komisariato

pareiginais, pranesa Aplinkos ministerija.

3. Roadkills (13 registrations
2009-2016)

GRYNAS TV

Uzfiksavo Siurksty nusizengima: spastuose
kankinosi tdra (23)

I. Navidansko parke vaiks¢ioje Z

iq Udra.

inkai spéjo pasil a ksEiau nei atvyko aplink o
udros likimas nezi Taéiau i, ciusiai udra, teberipi,
kad baty nub tas, kuris nuskriaudé Lietuvos Raud: ios knygos gyviina,

ir kad toks elgesys nebiity toleruojamas.

wwewr dedfi It

A A

Rado spastuose sugautg udra, taciau baudos
iSvenge (4)
Udros yra saugomi gyviinai, todél jy naudojimas medzioklés tikslais yra grieztai

reglamentuotas. Visgi atsiranda norinéiy $iy gyviiny sugauti. O kartais jie
sumedZiojami ir netycia. Jei tai nutinka, medziotojai turéty Zinoti, kaip elgtis.

© R Sileikaités nuotr.




