Conservation of otter in
Estonia
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Protected species lll category

Hunting is not allowed, by-catch not regulated
Officially 38 otters were hunted in 2016
Favourable conservation status

Total number 1400 — 1700 in 2014 (Leivits 2014)



* Monitoring by current
method since 2007

* Draft action plan in 2013,
not approved so far

e Remek Meel




Monitoring: 188 UTM 10x10 km squares




e 1 (+ 2 additional) spots in

each square
Presence/absence

10 % every year

100 % after every 6 years

2007/2008; 2012; 2018

2017
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Action plan for conservation of otter in 2013-2017



Conservation goals:

* Presence in min 80 % of squares

e Min number 1000 individuals



Actions:

* Legalisation of by-catch
* Inventory using DNA

* Training of observers

e Study: otter and traffic

* Training of hunters







